UM\u27s Woodsman Team to host regional competition by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
4-21-2008 
UM's Woodsman Team to host regional competition 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM's Woodsman Team to host regional 
competition" (2008). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 20966. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/20966 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
The University of
Montana
UNIVERSITY RELATIONS • MISSOULA, MT 59812 • 406-243-2522 • FAX: 406-243-4520
April 21, 2008
Contact: Whitney Sisk, UM Woodsman Team co-captain, 406-546-3799, 
montanalop0n@hotmail.com; Jennifer Benedict, UM Woodsman Team co-captain, 406-212- 
7009.
UM’S WOODSMAN TEAM TO HOST REGIONAL COMPETITION 
MISSOULA -
Axes will fly, logs will roll and chain saws will roar as The University of Montana 
Woodsman Team hosts the regional Association of Western Forestry Clubs Conclave in and 
around Missoula April 21-26.
Nearly 120 student competitors are expected at the weeklong event. Participating 
schools include the University of Idaho, Oregon State University, Northern Arizona 
University, Central Oregon Community College, Flathead Valley Community College, 
Humboldt State University, Cal Poly, University of California, Berkeley, Colorado State 
University and the University of Nevada-Reno. Segments of the competition will air on ESPN-
The week begins with tours of local forestry businesses and attractions. Visiting 
students will tour Pyramid Mountain Lumber operations in Seeley Lake on Monday and the 
Smokejumper Visitor Center, Flight Museum, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation and Big Sky 
Brewery on Tuesday.
The technical event competitions like timber cruising begin at UM’s Lubrecht 
Experimental Forest on Wednesday, April 23. College teams will compete for top honors
U.
Thursday, Friday and Saturday at Fort Missoula. Teams of eight from each school will 
compete in events such as crosscut sawing, ax throwing, pole climbing, log rolling and 
chopping.
The Stihl Timbersports Collegiate Competition begins at 8 a.m. Saturday, April 26, at 
Fort Missoula. One student from each attending school will go head-to-head with other 
competitors in three events: the underhand chop, stock saw and single buck. The winner earns 
$1,000 for his school’s forestry club and advances to the Stihl Timbersports Collegiate 
Championships on June 27 in Columbus, Ga.
The public is invited to attend Saturday’s competition at Fort Missoula. Admission to 
the event costs $3 for adults, $2 for seniors and $1 for students. The Boy Scouts will sell 
programs listing the order of events and team rosters for each participating school.
Woodsman Team co-captains Jennifer Benedict and Whitney Sisk say the team is 
looking forward to competing against the University of Idaho, their biggest rival. On April 5 
the UM Woodsman Team defeated Idaho at an event held in Moscow, Idaho.
“We blew them out of the water,” Benedict said.
UM student Pat Johnson was named “Bull of the Woods” at the Moscow competition 
for being the highest-scoring male. Mike Lilly of UM came in second. UM ’s Jennifer Benedict 
received “Belle of the Woods” honors. Stacy Smith and Chelsea Wittmann came in second and 
third overall, respectively. The UM Woodsman Team also took top honors in a competition at 
Flathead Community College on April 19.
The Missoula event is the final chance this semester for collegiate lumberjacks and 
lumberjills to cheer one another on as they compete in a friendly and supportive atmosphere.
“Logger sports are different than a lot of other sports,” Benedict says. “There is a lot
of camaraderie between the schools.”
Hosting the regional conclave costs the Woodsman Team about $20,000, and they also 
must raise $4,000 in prize money. The club raises the funds by selling firewood, seeking 
donations from local businesses and “splitting a lot of wood,” Benedict says. The University 
last hosted the regional competition in 2002. The team also hosts a two-day Pro/Am annually, 
which combines collegiate and professional athletes in the sport.
“We have one of the nicer competition grounds,” Sisk says.
UM’s team currently has 27 members, including 12 women. The club is open to any 
student, and current members major in forestry, business, education, wildlife biology and 
pharmacy.
m
NOTE: Photos of UM’s Woodsman Team practicing for the conclave are available upon 
request. Contact Todd Goodrich, UM University Relations photographer, 
todd.goodrich@mso.umt.edu.
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